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                                                                                                                                  January 11, 2024 

   

  

    A regular meeting of the Council of the Borough of Trainer was held on the above date at the Trainer 

Municipal Building, 824 Main Street, Trainer, PA with President John Gaspero calling the meeting to 

order at 7:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND A MOMENT OF SILENCE 

   The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag and followed by a moment 

of silence.  

 

ROLLCALL 

 

PRESENT 

Mayor Marilyn Maher, President John Gaspero, Councilpersons, Joe Maher, Robin Rokicka, Tracey 

Tucker, Vickie Padgett, Michael Carter, Manager Mark Possenti, Engineer Mike Kozlowski, Solicitor 

Chris Boggs 

ABSENT 

Vice President John Mathews 

 

 

MINUTES 

The minutes of the December Council meeting were motioned for approval by Councilperson Carter to 

accept and seconded by Councilperson Maher. No opposition. Motion carried. 

 

  

CORRESPONDENCE  

     It was motioned by Councilperson Maher and seconded by Councilperson Carter that the 

correspondence for December be accepted and any necessary action taken. No opposition. Motion carried. 

Questions and comments from audience on correspondence: None 

Any matters that need Councilmanic action: None 

 

*Guest speaker Chris Sklaney spoke in regards to Metro Superfund Site spoke in regards to the status of 

the superfund clean-up site located at 200 Price St. EPA has link on their site for more information. The 

site is still on the National priority list and is still being worked on. They will keep Borough updated. The 

property was recently sold,, new owners plan to build a warehouse on the property. 

 

 

PUBLIC GENERAL AND AGENDA QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS: 

Agenda states a two-minute time limit for residents/taxpayers to speak. 

Chuck Miles asked about a tree that fell in the park and damaged the Pavilion. 

 

 

MANAGER/FINANCE – Mark Possenti 

Stated he will be renewing the application for the RACP grant, The local share account grant was applied 

for and waiting to hear from them, started the grant application from the state ARF asking for 2 million. 

    -Called for a motion to authorize the shut-down including utilities and board-up of Community Center 

       at 1002 Chestnut 

    -Called for a motion to authorize the turning off of alarm and utilities except for water and electric at  

       824 Main St. bldg. 
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    -Called for motion to authorize approval of PSAB boot camp classes for elected officials  

    -Called for a motion to authorize approval of appraisal of Community center to get ready to sell.  

    -Called for a motion to authorize electronic pick-up for April 13 and Sept. 14 (600.00 per event) 

    -Called for a motion to approve the paid December expenses for General, Recreation and Liquid Fuels 

Funds in the amount of $100,363.55 which were provided for inspection. Expenses are filed in the 

Secretary’s office where they can be requested to view. 

   - Called for a motion to approve the paid Payroll for the month of December in the amount of    

  $202,110.17 which was provided for inspection.  

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

 

Marilyn Maher – Mayor 

Stated all is good with the police department. 

Announced Person of the Year for 2023 is Donnie Peer. Mayor Mahe said a few words about Donnie and 

presented him with a certificate. 

 

John Gaspero – President 

  - Announced Committee appointments (see attached) 

  -Called for a motion to appoint 2 members to the Civil Service. John Mathews and Mike Outing have  

    agreed to be members. 

  -Called for a motion to appoint a resident to the Council Vacancy Board. Marcia Kline agreed to be  

    appointed. 

  -Called for a motion to appoint Recreation Board members. Members have not changed, no new 

    members added. 

  -Called for a motion to appoint a Deputy Tax Collector. Mark Possenti will be reappointed. 

  -Called for a motion to approve the Borough emblem decal 

 

John Mathews – Municipal Services/ Public Safety 

Was absent. President Gaspero called for the following motions: 

  -Called for a motion to authorize the purchase of 130 new street signs at a cost of $3,664. Can be paid 

     from Liquid Fuels acct. 

  -Called for a motion to authorize the purchase of posts and caps for street signs at a cost of $3542. Can  

   be paid from Liquid Fuels acct. 

  -Called for a motion to authorize the installation of 3 street lights on Township Line Rd. not to exceed  

   a cost of $5,000. Can be paid from Liquid Fuels acct. 

  -Called for a motion to authorize new highway truck. The truck is not to exceed $40,000 and will be 

     paid over a 3-year lease. 

 

 

Joe Maher – Ordinance/Zoning- Environmental 

Read the Code office report for December.  

 

Robin Rokicka – Buildings 

Stated that Project Hope was getting up and running along, starting a free thrift shop along with the food 

pantry. 

 

Tracy Tucker – Public Outreach/Newsletters 

Discussed about an email from Lower Chi fire marshal in regards to EMS. 

Asked for a motion to appoint another resident to the EAC. Marie and Felicia Bowman are interested in 

the positions. 
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Vickie Padgett – Recreation/Parks 

Stated that the Rec Board elected officers and started on the calendar and budget of upcoming events. 

 

Michael Carter – Fire/Property Maintenance 

Read monthly fire report for December.  

 

 

MONROE ENERGY 

Adam Gattuso informed of the refinery flare during the Jan. 9 storm. Stated the refinery lost partial power 

and the flare was large because it was doing its job acting as a safety valve. The incidents are still being 

investigated. There were no injuries caused. 

 

 

TAX COLLECTOR 

Total tax and trash fees collected for the Month of December were $25,849.05 

-Called for a motion to approve a real estate tax deposit of $22,674.05 into the General Fund.  

-Called for a motion to approve a trash fee deposit of $3,175.00 into the General Fund. 

 

 

ENGINEER 

Mike Kozlowski: Read monthly report (attached) 

-Called for a motion to adopt Resolution 24-1097 2024 CDBG Grant.  

  - A to U proposal in the amount of $46,678. 00 to replace approximately 30 feet of the damaged downstream 

     portion of the pipe. Water testing showed increase of potassium in the water. Will keep monitoring. No 

action to be taken at this time. 

  -Proposal from the contractor for painting markings in front of the new speed humps for $850 apiece for 4 

humps. Council will take care of this through public works dept. since they would have to maintain anyway. 

  -Consider renewing A to U’s contract for year 3 for the period from March 1, 2024 to February 28, 2025 

     or go out to bid. 

  -Consideration of attached proposal from A to U Services, Inc. for dye testing and TV videos of the sanitary 

    laterals and main at 3618 and 3622 12th streets to investigate sink holes. 

 -Stantec 2024 Municipal Fee Schedule 

 

 

SOLICITOR 

Chris Boggs  

Stated they are working on the next meeting with the fire dept. and Marcus Hook Borough. 

 

 

 

ORDINANCES 

• None 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

• A motion was made by Councilperson Maher to adopt Resolution 24-1097 2024 CDBG application 

and seconded by Councilperson Carter. No opposition. Motion carried. 
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OTHER ACTION ITEMS 

• Motion made by Councilperson Maher to authorize the shut-down including utilities and board-up of 

Community Center at 1002 Chestnut and seconded by Councilperson Carter. No opposition. Motion 

carried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Carter to authorize the turning off of alarm and utilities except for 

water and electric at 824 Main St. bldg. and seconded by Councilperson Maher. No opposition. Motion 

carried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Tucker to authorize approval of PSAB boot camp classes for elected 

officials and seconded by Councilperson Carter. No opposition. Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Maher to authorize approval of appraisal of Community center to get 

ready to sell and seconded by Councilperson Carter. No opposition. Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Carter to authorize electronic pick-up for April 13 and Sept. and 

seconded by Councilperson Maher. No opposition. Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Tucker to approve the paid December expenses for General, Recreation 

and Liquid Fuels Funds in the amount of $100,363.55 and seconded by Councilperson Maher. No 

opposition. Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Carter to approve the paid Payroll for the month of December in the 

amount of $202,110.17 and seconded by Councilperson Rokicka. No opposition. Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Carter to appoint John Mathews and Mike Outing to the Civil Service 

and seconded by Councilperson Maher. No opposition. Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Maher to appoint Marcia Kline to the Council Vacancy Board and 

seconded by Councilperson Rokicka. No opposition. Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Maher to appoint Robin Rokicka, Doug Locke, Terry Millard, John 

Gaspero and Michele Holloman as Recreation Board members and seconded by Councilperson 

Rokicka. No opposition. Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Carter to appoint Mark Possenti as Deputy Tax Collector and seconded 

by Councilperson Maher. No opposition. Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Carter to approve the Borough emblem decal and seconded by 

Councilperson Rokicka. No opposition. Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Carter to authorize the purchase of 130 new street signs and seconded 

by Councilperson Maher. No opposition. Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Carter to authorize the purchase of posts and caps for street signs and 

seconded by Councilperson Maher. No opposition. Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Maher to authorize the installation of 3 street lights on Township Line 

Rd. and seconded by Councilperson Carter. No opposition. Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Carter to authorize purchase of new highway truck and seconded by 

Councilperson Rokicka. No opposition. Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Maher to appoint Marie Bowman and Felicia Bowman to EAC and 

seconded by Councilperson Carter. No opposition. Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Carter to renew A to U’s contract for year 3 for the period from March 

1, 2024 to February 28, 2025 and seconded by Councilperson Rokicka. No opposition. Motion caried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Carter to accept the new rates from Stantec for 2024 which reflects a 

5% increase and seconded by Councilperson Rokicka. No opposition. Motion caried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Carter to authorize A to U for dye testing and video in the area of 12th 

street to investigate sink holes issue and seconded by Councilperson Rokicka. No opposition. Motion 

caried. 
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NEW COUNCILMANIC BUSINESS 

   None 

 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE 

Chuck Miles, Ridge Rd. – Asked for more info on the Delco Greenway grant that was awarded for HJ 

Park and what it will be used for. 

Rafael Hernandez, Main St. – Stated there has been a light on at 824 Main St. at night. 

Asked engineer about a report on the discolored water with potassium levels and would like to further 

report at the next EAC meeting. 

Asked about how the clean-up and run-off of the flooding Amtrak property and Main St. bridge were 

being handled. 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 President Gaspero called for a motion to adjourn at 8:11pm; Councilperson Carter made the motion to 

adjourn. Councilperson Maher seconded the motion. No opposition. Motion carried. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Victoria Orlando  

Borough Secretary 
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ENGINEER REPORT 
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2024 Trainer Borough Committees 
 

Ordinance/Zoning – Environmental: 

Chair: Joe Maher            Vice-Chair: Vickie Padgett          Member: Tracy Tucker 

 

Oversight of planning and zoning regulations and policies; reviews and recommends action on 

applications for Subdivision and Land Development, Conditional Use, Special Exceptions, and 

Variances; oversight of Borough building and housing codes; reviews major building permits; Council 

liaison with the Planning Commission and Zoning Hearing Board.  

Responsible for updates from the EAC, coordinating environmental clean-up programs for the 

community.  

 

Public Safety – Municipal Services: 

Chair: John Mathews      Vice-Chair: Michael Carter          Member: Vickie Padgett 

 

In conjunction with the Mayor, oversight of the Police Department and police-related activities, including 

departmental policies, traffic control and parking issues. Civil Service Commission.  

Oversight of Public Works operations, including annual street repaving and maintenance of the Borough’s 

storm and sanitary sewer systems; oversight of Borough trash operations. 

 

Building: 

Chair:  Robin Rokicka      Vice-Chair: John Mathews          Member: Joe Maher 

 

Regulate and govern the conditions and maintenance of all Borough owned property, buildings and 

structures. 

 

Community Relations/ Newsletters: 

Chair:  Tracy Tucker                Vice-Chair: Joe Maher          Member: Robin Rokicka 

 

Oversees all the communication going out from the Borough Office to the residents of the Community. 

To develop and implement programs that leverage and maximize borough resources. Review newsletter 

and coordinate delivery. 

 

Recreation/Parks: 

Chair: Vickie Padgett                    Vice-Chair: Tracy Tucker         Member: Michael Carter 

 

Responsible for assisting with the development of Borough recreational programming and acts as the 

liaison to the Borough Recreation Board; oversight of the Borough’s parks. 

 

Fire Safety – Property Maintenance: 

Chair: Michael Carter         Vice-Chair: Robin Rokicka          Member: John Mathews 

 

Council liaison with Trainer/Marcus Hook Fire Department 

Regulate and govern the conditions and maintenance of all residential property, buildings and structures, 

by providing standards to ensure structures and properties are safe, sanitary and fit for use and occupation. 

 

 


